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Accessibility Plan and Disability Equality Scheme
3-year period covered by the plan: April 2024 – April 2027
Introduction
The SEN Code of Practice 2014 and The Equality Act 2010 (revised May 2014) replaced existing equality legislation.  Since September 2014, the three previous general and specific equality duties on schools (race, disability and gender) to eliminate discrimination and advance equality of opportunity have been combined into a less bureaucratic and more outcome-focused duties covering an expanded number of protected characteristics. The general duty, public sector equality duty, is explained in chapter 5 of this advice.  As is the lighter touch specific duty.
It is a requirement that the school’s accessibility plan is resourced, implemented and reviewed and revised as necessary.  Attached is a set of action plans showing how the school will address the priorities identified in the plan.
1A:  The purpose and direction of the school’s plan: vision and values
Brierley Hill Primary school is committed to ensuring equal opportunities for any pupil or employee with additional needs, to removing barriers to progress and to making reasonable adjustments to reduce disadvantage. 
Our commitment to equal opportunities is driven by the National Curriculum Inclusion statement. The school:
· sets suitable learning challenges
· responds to pupils’ diverse needs
· overcomes potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals and groups of pupils.
The school’s policies on Bullying and PHSE promote equality and respect for all regardless of gender, race, colour, creed or impairment.
This plan shows how Brierley Hill Primary School aims to increase the accessibility of the school for disabled pupils, staff, parents/carers and visitors.
Disability Definition
A person has a disability if he/she has a physical or mental impairment that has a substantial and long-term adverse effect on his/her ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities.
A person with additional needs might include.
· a visually or hearing impaired person
· a person with a physical disability
· a person with a medical condition, including diabetes, severe asthma, epilepsy, chronic fatigue syndrome, a mental health condition, cancer and any other ongoing condition such as colitis
· a person with an autistic spectrum disorder
· a person with Downs’s syndrome
· a person with dyspraxia and/ or ADHD
· a person with dyslexia

1B:  Information from pupil data and school audit
Brierley Hill Primary School is a one-form entry primary with a nursery.
Brierley Hill Primary School was built in 1909 with a new building added post-war. It educates children between 3 and 11 and is on one floor across two sites. In recent years has been adapted to make it accessible to all in the following ways:
· Accessible toilet with baby changing facility
· Assessible car parking 
Currently there are around 230 children on roll – full or almost full in most year groups. Our Pupil Admission Number (PAN) is 30.
Of these, we have identified children with disabilities including Autistic Spectrum Disorder, physical and sensory needs and Language difficulties. A smaller percentage of children than national have an Education, Health Care plan for a variety of needs.  In addition, some children have cognition and learning needs. Currently the number of children identified as SEND is around 20 and below national average. Provision is positively adapted when necessary to enable them to participate fully in school life. We are also mindful of the adults in our school community, some of whom also have disabilities and special needs.
Disability Access and Admission
The admission arrangements for a pupil with disabilities are as follows:
· The school will work collaboratively with parents, carers and professionals to agree reasonable steps, ensuring that the child is not placed at a substantial disadvantage to those who are not disabled
· Consideration would be given to ensure that sufficient appropriate support is available to enable equal opportunities for all
· All staff will receive appropriate guidance and support to meet the school’s duties to disabled pupils
Other considerations: -
· Brierley Hill is a 1900-1940s school not initially designed to cater for those with physical disabilities.   Staff work flexibly to organise classrooms to enable sufficient access as necessary.
· Access and egress from the school should be clear to all site users, including pupils and visitors. All disabled staff, pupils and visitors must be able to have safe, independent egress.
· Children with physical or sensory needs have personal risk assessments and a Personal Emergency Evacuation Plan (PEEP)
· Any child at risk of exclusion with an EHCP / additional needs/disability would be supported by a report from the SEN lead, ensuring any additional considerations would be made available to the exclusion panel 
· When arranging trips out, special attention is given to meet the needs of a child with disabilities. These needs will be highlighted on the risk assessment for the trip.
· If a pupil is absent from school for extended periods, then liaison with parents and relevant personnel from the health authority will take place in order to maintain access to the curriculum as near as possible to that being covered in school.
· Advice is taken from Physical Impairment and Medical Inclusion Service

Views of those involved during the development of this plan
· Head Teacher
· SENCO
· Governors
· All parents have been invited to advise on this plan.
The main priorities in the school’s plan
· Commitment to changing attitudes and perceptions of disability.
· Ensuring an inclusive education for disabled and non-disabled pupils that facilitates active participation in the school curriculum.
· Ensure staff working with pupils with disabilities receive appropriate training.
· Thorough risk assessments are undertaken as required and take full account of the needs of disabled children.
· Improving the physical environment of the school to increase the extent to which disabled pupils can take advantage of education and associated services, including events and extra-curricular activities.
· Ensuring that information is provided in accessible formats to meet individual communication needs. 
· Continue to build positive and productive links with external agencies

Making it happen
Lead Responsibilities
Executive Head Teacher: 		Mr R. Bond
Acting SENCO/Deputy Head: 	Mrs L Duffin 
The effectiveness of this policy will be evaluated by monitoring of the action plan.
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1. Increasing access for disabled pupils to the school curriculum
	Target
	Strategies
	Time-scale
	Responsibility
	Success criteria

	All educational visits to be accessible to all
	Develop guidance for staff on making trips accessible. Ensure each new venue is assessed for appropriateness. Risk assessments to be carried out
	As and when required
	Group Leader for trip SENCO to support with risk assessments
	All pupils in school able to access all educational visits and take part in a range of activities

	Breakfast and After school clubs to be fully inclusive and accessible to all
	When an after school club is run by school staff, the school will ensure that the provision for all students is inclusive, so that no child is excluded because of their individual needs. 
When an after school club is provided by an external agency, it is the responsibility of that organisation to liaise with parents as to the specific needs of the children attending and to arrange for those needs to be catered for, in collaboration with school if necessary
	As required
	Group leader
	All pupils in school able to access all after school clubs and participate in a range of activities

	Use of ICT to support learning
	Ensure appropriate software is installed where needed.
Ensure equipment is modified to meet individuals’ needs
	As required
	ICT coordinator 
Advice from HIS, VIS and PIMIS
	Wider range of SEN resources available





2. Improving access to the physical environment of the school
	Target
	Strategies
	Time-scale
	Responsibility
	Success criteria

	The school is aware of the access needs of disabled pupils, staff, governors, parent/carers and visitors
	SENCo to attend update/advice by PIMIS on writing risk assessments.
Risk assessments for individual disabled pupils to be in place. 
Be aware of staff, governors and parents access needs and meet as appropriate
	As required
	SENCo
Advice from HIS, VIS and PIMIS
	Risk assessments will be in place for pupils and all staff feel confident that needs can be met. Parents have access to all school activities.

	Layout of school to allow access to all areas, 
Evacuation chairs currently under consideration
	Consider needs of disabled pupils, parents/carers and visitors.
Take advice from OT and PIMIS re. classroom access
Health and safety checklist completed annually by staff
	Ongoing
	Head teacher
SENCo
Site manager
	Access for all at all times

	Evacuation procedures in place for all disabled pupils to safely evacuate
	Ensure staff are aware of responsibilities and are trained appropriately. 
Individual PEEPs in place and shared with staff.
	Revison of evacuation procedures Summer Term 2024.

Additional  Safer People Handling training and evacuation chair training TBC
	SENCo
Advice from HIS, VIS and PIMIS
	All disabled pupils and staff working alongside are safe in the event of an emergency

	Ensure hearing and visual environment in classrooms is regularly monitored to support hearing and visually impaired children
	Individual PEEPS are drawn up and shared with staff. Advice sought from the relevant local specialist services. 
Playgrounds marked with visible paint
Look at in class support resources (sound boxes) for hearing impaired pupils
	Ongoing 
	SENCo
Advice from HIS and VIS
	All children have access to the appropriate curriculum


The governors will report on the school’s Accessibility and Disability Equality Scheme within the school profile online.  This will be linked to other reporting requirements in respect of disabled pupils: 
· The arrangements for the admission of disabled pupils (in the school prospectus)
· The requirement for the governors of the school to report annually on the school’s SEN policy.  (Within the school profile online)
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